
The Mayor’s 
Transport 
Plan
Discussion Document
East Midlands Combined County Authority

November

20 
25



This page is intentionally left blank



Foreword

A foreword from the Mayor of the East 
Midlands, Claire Ward
Life is all about connection: building relationships, working and 
learning together, and looking after one another. So, when 
people talk to me about transport – one of the most important 
ways that we connect – they are talking about nothing more or 
less than what they need to make life work. 

For too many people in the East Midlands, life is not working 
because their transport options are limited, expensive, or 
absent. The Mayor’s Transport Plan  is going to address 
�W�K�L�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�L�V���L�V���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���V�W�H�S�����U�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J���R�X�W���W�R���\�R�X���V�R���W�K�D�W���Z�H��
can understand what you value, what you lack , and what 

good solutions look like to you . This document contains the 
evidence that the East Midlands Combined County Authority 
(EMCCA) and its partners has collected to date, the challenges 
we face, and how we might be able to overcome them. 

As someone who lives in rural north Nottinghamshire, this 
matters to me as a resident as well as your Mayor. And when I 
think about what I want the East Midlands transport network of 
the future to be, three things come to mind:

1. �3�X�E�O�L�F���W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W���W�K�D�W���L�V���D�Q���H�D�V�\���D�Q�G���D�‡�R�U�G�D�E�O�H���F�K�R�L�F�H���I�R�U��
everyone,

2. Communities that connect to one another, not just to large 
cities, and

3. Infrastructure – particularly roads – that is maintained to a 
high standard. 

These three things are at the heart of what I want you to think 
about. I want to turn your  experiences and your  priorities into 
our plan:

• If you’re not using public transport for your regular 
journeys, what is getting in the way? Is it lack of routes, 
lack of evening services, cost or other issues? 

• �:�K�L�F�K���W�\�S�H�V���R�I���S�O�D�F�H���G�R���\�R�X���¿�Q�G���L�W���K�D�U�G�H�V�W���W�R���U�H�D�F�K���±��
healthcare, jobs, education, friends? What changes would 
help? 

• �+�R�Z���G�R�H�V���D���S�R�R�U�O�\���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�G���W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W���Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N���D�‡�H�F�W��
the choices you make and how safe you feel when 
travelling? 

As you think about these things, and share your insights, I want 
you to remember that part of the job of a Mayor is picking the 
�U�L�J�K�W���¿�J�K�W�V�����$�Q�G���,���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���S�L�F�N���V�R�P�H���¿�J�K�W�V���W�K�D�W���Z�L�O�O���J�H�W���X�V���F�O�R�V�H�U��
to the vision of the future:
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I am not afraid of these challenges, because overcoming them 
will make a better East Midlands. It won’t all happen tomorrow, 
but some things can change quickly while we work on the 
trickier, more expensive solutions. 

Nor do I think we are starting from scratch: there are services in 
this region that really work, and we can build on them to create 
an excellent transport network. So, it is your turn. Read this 
document, think about the future you want, and tell me what you 
�Z�D�Q�W���P�H���W�R���¿�J�K�W���I�R�U����

Mayor Claire Ward

•
•
•
•
•
•

Easing congestion: tackling the blight 
of heavy traf�c and air pollution

Public transport options for young 
people - no more taxi of Mum and Dad

Transforming the school run with safe 
walking, wheeling and cycling routes

Peak time buses that still have capacity 
by the time they get to your stop

Smooth well-maintained roads

Safe and clean bus stops and shelters

Foreword
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Foreword

We’re already making this vision a reality:

• We’re working together with partners like National 
Highways, Great British Railways, Midlands Connect, 
and our local councils to drive investment across the 
region.

• We’ve secured £2 billion from the Government’s 
Transport for City Regions Fund – the biggest step 
�\�H�W���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V���¿�[�L�Q�J���G�H�F�D�G�H�V���R�I���X�Q�G�H�U�L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W�����7�K�L�V��
�I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���Z�L�O�O���P�D�N�H���D���U�H�D�O���G�L�‡�H�U�H�Q�F�H���R�Q���W�K�H���J�U�R�X�Q�G��
between now and 2032.

• Major transport projects are moving forward thanks 
to my push for investment – including the A46 
Newark Bypass and A38 Junction Improvements.

• We’ve also secured extra funding for vital upgrades 
on the A57 Snake Pass in Derbyshire and the A614 
junctions in Nottinghamshire.

• In March, we agreed £195 million in transport 
funding for 2025–26, and we’re getting on with 
delivery. This is about connecting people with jobs, 
skills, education, healthcare, and our fantastic local 
attractions.

• We launched the East Midlands’ Vision for Growth, 
setting out opportunities like the Trent Arc, Derby & 
�1�R�W�W�L�Q�J�K�D�P���)�U�H�H�S�R�U�W�����D�Q�G���N�H�\���V�L�W�H�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���,�Q�¿�Q�L�W�\��
�3�D�U�N���D�Q�G���5�D�W�F�O�L�‡�H���R�Q���6�R�D�U�����7�K�L�V���Z�L�O�O���G�H�O�L�Y�H�U����������������
new jobs, 30,000 homes, and £2.4 billion for the UK 
economy.

• Alongside other mayors, we’ve committed to better 
walking, wheeling and cycling routes – and secured 
£7.2 million from Active Travel England to make this 
happen.

• We’ve worked across boundaries to secure free bus 
travel for students travelling into Greater Manchester 
�F�R�O�O�H�J�H�V���Z�L�W�K�����������������M�R�X�U�Q�H�\�V���L�Q���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���������P�R�Q�W�K�V��

• We’ve marked the launch of Rail Campus Derby – a 
huge opportunity as Great British Railways moves to 
Derby, strengthening our role as the heart of the UK 
rail industry.

• We’ve appointed Alan Simpson as Sustainable 
�7�U�D�Y�H�O���$�P�E�D�V�V�D�G�R�U���W�R���N�H�H�S���R�X�U���S�O�D�Q�V���S�H�R�S�O�H���I�R�F�X�V�H�G��
and rooted in community priorities.

How we are making a difference already

This is just the beginning – and now I want your views to help shape the best possible plan for 
our region.

     Mayor Claire Ward

iii The Mayor’s Transport Plan | Foreword



The Mayor’s Transport Plan | Contents

Contents
The aim of the Mayor’s Transport Plan ......................................................1

An opportunity for impact at a regional scale .............................................6

Transport in our region ..............................................................................10

Our unique place .......................................................................................14

Connectivity and land use .........................................................................19

Key policies to deliver the Mayor’s Transport Plan ....................................24

Priority 1: Making travelling by public transport easier ..............................29

Priority 2: Choices that go beyond the private car – improving health ......33

�3�U�L�R�U�L�W�\���������$���U�H�O�L�D�E�O�H���V�\�V�W�H�P�������U�H�S�D�L�U�L�Q�J���R�X�U���K�L�J�K�Z�D�\�V ................................36

Actions for change and what it means for you...........................................39

Next steps of the Mayor’s Transport Plan .................................................46

iv 



01
The aim of the Mayor’s Transport 
Plan



The Mayor’s Transport Plan | Chapter 01

Introducing our aims
EMCCA now has a brilliant opportunity to develop and deliver a 
single transport strategy for the region – thinking at a regional 
scale and planning for ambitious change over the long term. 

�:�H���D�U�H���G�R�L�Q�J���D���W�Z�R���V�W�D�J�H���F�R�Q�V�X�O�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�Q���W�K�H���0�D�\�R�U�¶�V���7�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W��
Plan, and this is Stage 1. We are sharing the early analysis of 
the evidence, our understanding of the transport challenges and 
opportunities in the region, the priorities we plan to set, and a 
suite of policies to help us achieve those objectives. We want 
your feedback.

An accessible, fair and inclusive transport system will improve 
independent mobility for all. It will reduce reliance on the 
private car and support the wider aims of EMCCA to improve 
access to health, skills, prosperity and growth. It will create 
healthier places and keep us safe while travelling. It will draw 
on innovation to ensure our investment follows best practice, 
delivers value for money, makes good use of space and leads 
to the decarbonisation of transport. Importantly, it will recognise 
the critical part transport makes to people’s lives, and the 
importance of getting this right.

�:�H���Z�D�Q�W���D���M�R�L�Q�H�G���X�S���W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W���V�\�V�W�H�P���W�K�D�W���P�D�N�H�V���W�U�D�Y�H�O���H�D�V�L�H�U����
supports local businesses, and cuts pollution. By making 
sustainable travel the natural choice, we can build healthier, 
greener places for everyone.

Why it matters
EMCCA has become the statutory Local Transport Authority, 
and this plan sets out how we’ll improve transport over the 
next 15 years and how we will steer investment. It gives clear 
direction and shows our commitment to change. EMCCA will 
work with local councils and partners to make it happen and 

Aims

we’ll share progress so everyone can see what’s being done. 
The creation of EMCCA and the role of Mayor gives us a unique 
opportunity to bring systems leadership to transport in our 
region: having one voice to address the complex interconnected 
issues involved in improving our transport. EMCCA doesn’t hold 
all the levers, and we will work collectively with many partners, 
bringing together councils, operators, national organisations 
and local providers and groups, to pull in the same direction 
and think ambitiously about the long term. We know change is 
�L�Q�H�Y�L�W�D�E�O�H�����Z�L�W�K���H�Y�R�O�Y�L�Q�J���G�H�P�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�F�V���D�Q�G���O�D�Q�G���X�V�H�����D�G�Y�D�Q�F�L�Q�J��
technology, as well as environmental shifts, and this plan is 
about grasping the opportunity to take the reins, to plan and 
�L�Q�Y�H�V�W���H�‡�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\�����D�Q�G���H�Q�V�X�U�H���Z�H���V�H�H���D���S�R�V�L�W�L�Y�H���F�K�D�Q�J�H�����7�K�L�V��
�O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S���D�Q�G���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H���H�‡�R�U�W���Z�L�O�O���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���X�V���L�Q���E�H�L�Q�J���E�R�O�G��
and thinking big in tackling the challenges and in achieving our 
goals.
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Aims

Investment in our Strategic Transport 
Networks
The focus of this Transport Plan is local transport, but we 
will work closely with national infrastructure providers, such 
as National Highways on the Strategic Road Network (SRN) 
and Great British Railways on the rail network, to ensure our 
transport system works as a whole. This will enable us to identify 
�S�U�L�R�U�L�W�L�H�V���I�R�U���I�X�W�X�U�H���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���W�R���L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H���W�K�H���G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�\��
of schemes that can support the Mayor’s Transport Plan, 
particularly those schemes to help enable inclusive growth.

The four constituent authorities (Derby City Council, Derbyshire 
County Council, Nottingham City Council and Nottinghamshire 
County Council) remain the highway authorities, and they 
continue to be responsible for highways and asset maintenance 
and the delivery of the majority of highway schemes. 

Funding for change 
The Mayor’s Transport Plan will inform our transport investment 
decisions. The devolution deal creating the Combined County 
�$�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\���H�Q�D�E�O�H�G���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W���I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���I�R�U��
the region. We have been awarded £2 billion of Transport City 
�5�H�J�L�R�Q���I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�R���F�R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���V�L�[���\�H�D�U���S�H�U�L�R�G�����F�R�P�P�H�Q�F�L�Q�J���L�Q��
�������������������:�H���Z�L�O�O���D�O�V�R���K�D�Y�H���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���$�F�W�L�Y�H���7�U�D�Y�H�O��
England and the Bus Grant. This scale of funding is welcome 
�D�Q�G���E�H�J�L�Q�V���W�R���D�G�G�U�H�V�V���G�H�F�D�G�H�V���R�I���E�H�O�R�Z���D�Y�H�U�D�J�H���O�H�Y�H�O�V���R�I��
transport funding for our region.
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Aims

The East Midlands Inclusive Growth Framework sets 
out EMCCA’s Core Mission and six supporting Ambition 
Statements. The Mayor’s Transport Plan picks up delivery 
of the ‘Ambition Statement for Connectivity’ as it relates to 
transport:

By 2040, communities in the East Midlands will 
�E�H�Q�H�¿�W���I�U�R�P���U�H�O�L�D�E�O�H�����L�Q�F�O�X�V�L�Y�H���D�Q�G���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H��
connectivity, through integrated transport and 
high-quality digital infrastructure, broadening 
access to opportunity and reducing reliance on 
private cars, while driving investment across 
the region.

Better connected 
communities

Connected 
communities 
and new homes

Increase modal 
choice

Active, 
healthy and 
vibrant places

Strengthened 
and extended 
public transport

  

Protect our 
environment

Improving our 
unique natural 
and historic 
environment

Decarbonise 
travel as part of 
net zero

Greater economic 
opportunity

A productive 
and inclusive 
economy

An integrated, 
sustainable, and 
resilient network

Our ambition for connectivity and our 
strategic goals

There are seven goals (shown above) under the four 
�W�K�H�P�H�V�������D�Q�G���������S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���Z�K�L�F�K���V�L�W���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H�V�H�������P�D�U�N��
�W�K�H���V�W�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���7�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W���3�O�D�Q�����V�W�H�H�U�L�Q�J���S�U�L�R�U�L�W�L�H�V��
for substantial transport investment across the EMCCA 
region.

The Mayor’s Transport Plan has four strategic themes:

• To increase modal choice

• To better connect communities

• To create greater economic opportunity

• To protect our environment.

Ambition Statement for 
Connectivity

4 The Mayor’s Transport Plan | Chapter 01
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3

1 To make travelling by public 
transport easier and more 
affordable.

Connecting communities by 
giving people travel choices 
that go beyond reliance on 
the private car.

To bring our highways into a 
good state of repair, so they 
can offer reliability despite 
changing travel demands and 
a changing climate.

Aims

My Transport Priorities are:

     Mayor Claire Ward
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An opportunity for impact at a 
regional scale



Thinking 
Regionally, 
Raising 
Ambition

Opportunity

Why the Mayor’s Transport Plan is 
important 
The Plan sets the level of ambition for transport across the 
region for the next 15 years, demonstrating strategic transport 
leadership. It will provide the framework for the development 
�R�I���G�H�W�D�L�O�H�G���V�X�E���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�H�V���D�Q�G���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���S�O�D�Q�V�����Z�K�L�F�K���Z�L�O�O��
be delivered by EMCCA in collaboration with the constituent 
authorities and other partners. Delivery will be tracked and 
reported, so we can see the change we are making.

The four constituent authorities have built strong foundations for 
the transport network in our region, having a successful record 
of securing funding for new transformative projects and trials. 
Delivery will build on existing initiatives, local knowledge and 
skills. We need to build on the region’s strengths and tackle its 
challenges, to make the region more prosperous and fairer by 
supporting inclusive growth.

The Mayor’s Transport Plan is not just about schemes 
delivered on the ground, but also about the supporting policies, 
�S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S�V�����L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���H�Q�D�E�O�H�U�V�����W�K�D�W���F�D�Q���E�H���S�X�W���L�Q���S�O�D�F�H���W�R��
deliver change over the lifetime of the Plan.

7 The Mayor’s Transport Plan | Chapter 02
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Opportunity

Aligning the Mayor’s Transport Plan 
with wider EMCCA strategies
The Mayor’s Transport Plan is one among a family of key 
strategy documents for EMCCA, sitting under the overarching 
East Midlands Inclusive Growth Framework. This framework 
aligns policy and strategy across our region, facilitating delivery 
of the Inclusive Growth objectives, and ensures our work is 
joined up.

Transport is critical in creating access to opportunity, it is 
�S�L�Y�R�W�D�O���W�R���S�O�D�F�H���P�D�N�L�Q�J�����L�Q���X�Q�O�R�F�N�L�Q�J���K�R�X�V�L�Q�J���J�U�R�Z�W�K�����L�P�S�U�R�Y�L�Q�J��
freight connectivity, enabling access to jobs and education, 
regenerating our high streets and supporting good health. 

Transport is one of the initial strategies, alongside: the Local 
Growth Plan, the Spatial Development Strategy and Get Britain 
Working. The Transport Plan also supports wider work, for 
example on the Local Area Energy Plan, and the Destination 
Management Plan. 

It will show how our region will contribute to supporting the 
�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�P�E�L�W�L�R�Q���D�U�R�X�Q�G���D�F�W�L�Y�H���W�U�D�Y�H�O���D�Q�G���O�R�Z���H�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q��
vehicles, and targets on air quality, biodiversity and house 
building. 
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How does the Mayor’s Transport Plan 
support national objectives?
Devolution is a key opportunity for the East Midlands, and our 
�7�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W���3�O�D�Q���Z�L�O�O���U�H�À�H�F�W���R�X�U���U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���S�U�L�R�U�L�W�L�H�V�����,�W���Z�L�O�O���D�O�V�R��
anticipate the future of our devolution journey, as well as Local 
Government Reform. The Plan will consider how best to support 
delivery of national priorities within our unique regional context. 

The Department for Transport has stated three primary 
objectives for the Transport for City Regions programme. This 
�S�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H���L�V���W�K�H���P�X�O�W�L���\�H�D�U���I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���D�Z�D�U�G�H�G���W�R���&�R�P�E�L�Q�H�G��
Authorities to support local transport requirements. These are:

• Continuing to drive growth and productivity through 
investment in integrated transport networks;

• Transforming infrastructure to support the delivery of new 
homes and improve access to opportunity for all;

• Decarbonising transport and enabling healthy living, 
including promoting modal shift from cars to public 
transport, walking, wheeling and cycling.

The Mayor’s Transport Plan will focus on how we can reduce 
�W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���F�D�U�E�R�Q���H�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�V�����F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H��
Government’s commitment to achieve net zero by 2050. 

It will show how our region will contribute to supporting the 
�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�P�E�L�W�L�R�Q���D�U�R�X�Q�G���D�F�W�L�Y�H���W�U�D�Y�H�O���D�Q�G���O�R�Z���H�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q��
vehicles, and targets on air quality, biodiversity and house 
building. We await the Integrated National Transport Strategy 
from Government, due by end of 2025. 

Opportunity
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Transport in our region



To understand what needs to change for the better, we need to 
look at transport in our region today and anticipate the future 
picture – the challenges and the opportunities.

Growing demand for travel and high 
car-dependency
Demand for travel across the region is forecast to grow, mainly 
as a result of projected population growth. Despite changes in 
�W�K�H���Z�D�\���Z�H���Z�R�U�N���D�Q�G���K�R�Z���Z�H���D�F�F�H�V�V���D�Q�G���X�V�H���W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W�����W�U�D�ˆ�F��
�O�H�Y�H�O�V���D�U�H���E�D�F�N���W�R���S�U�H���S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F���O�H�Y�H�O�V���D�Q�G���D�U�H���H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G���W�R���U�L�V�H��
over the next 35 years. Parts of the local road network already 
experience congestion and delay, particularly at peak times in 
our main urban areas and strategic routes. We also have the 
�K�L�J�K�H�V�W���F�D�U���G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�\���L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�����W�K�L�V���L�V���G�X�H���W�R���J�U�H�D�W�H�U��
reliance on the private car in the areas outside of our main urban 
locations.

The Plan needs to consider how it can support mobility, to 
�H�Q�V�X�U�H���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V���D�U�H���Z�H�O�O���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�H�G���D�Q�G���D�U�H���D�E�O�H���W�R���W�U�D�Y�H�O���E�\��
�P�R�G�H�V���Z�K�L�F�K���D�U�H���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H�����D�‡�R�U�G�D�E�O�H���D�Q�G���P�D�N�H���H�ˆ�F�L�H�Q�W��
use of the space on the transport network – improving public 
transport and active travel. We need to consider current trends, 
such as the growth in light goods vehicles, and electric vehicles, 
and how future innovations in vehicles and how we access to 
transport could impact on future demand. We will consider how 
future trends over the next 15 years will shape how we use 
our networks. The Plan will need to be adaptable, given the 
uncertainty about future changes. It will consider how we can 
�L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H���I�X�W�X�U�H���W�U�H�Q�G�V��

Our Region
Our region

�)�L�J�X�U�H�������������5�R�D�G���W�U�D�û�F���J�U�R�Z�W�K���V�F�H�Q�D�U�L�R�V

Network resilience 
The ability for the transport network to respond to unplanned 
events is crucial to ensure reliability and resilience. Due to 
�S�D�V�W���X�Q�G�H�U�I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���U�H�J�L�R�Q�����W�K�H�U�H���L�V���D���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���E�D�F�N�O�R�J��
of maintenance on our road network (including structures, 
�G�U�D�L�Q�D�J�H���D�Q�G���V�W�U�H�H�W�O�L�J�K�W�V�����Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���D�‡�H�F�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���U�H�V�L�O�L�H�Q�F�H���R�I��
the network. Climate change is also impacting on resilience 
of infrastructure with hotter weather, more severe storms, and 
�L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���L�Q�F�L�G�H�Q�F�H���R�I���À�R�R�G�L�Q�J�����:�H���Q�H�H�G���W�R���D�G�D�S�W���D�Q�G���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H��
�W�K�H���U�H�V�L�O�L�H�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N���D�Q�G���W�R���K�H�O�S���N�H�H�S���D�O�O���I�R�U�P�V���R�I���W�U�D�ˆ�F��
moving on our network.

�6�R�X�U�F�H�����'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���I�R�U���7�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���5�R�D�G���7�U�D�û�F���3�U�R�M�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V����������
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Environmental impacts and emissions  
�7�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���Q�H�J�D�W�L�Y�H���L�P�S�D�F�W�V���I�U�R�P���W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W���D�Q�G��
travel: in terms of air pollution, noise, road danger and harm, 
biodiversity loss and greenhouse gases. Nottingham and Derby 
remain under Ministerial Direction to meet air quality standards.

One of the greatest challenges we face is the impact of climate 
change. The majority of carbon emissions in the EMCCA region 
are from transport. The EMCCA region’s total greenhouse gas 
emissions have fallen by 31% since 2005, however transport 
emissions have only fallen by 11%, indicating that transport in 
the region is not decarbonising as quickly as other sectors. Our 
rate of transport decarbonisation is slower than other regions. 
The Transport Plan will need to demonstrate how we will reduce 
transport emissions.

Our region

�)�L�J�X�U�H�������������(�0�&�&�$���5�H�O�D�W�L�Y�H���&�K�D�Q�J�H���L�Q���*�U�H�H�Q�K�R�X�V�H���*�D�V���(�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�V��������������������

Goods and services
Transport drives and supports growth, and enables access to 
employment opportunities. Due to its nationally central position, 
the East Midlands is an important strategic location for the 
�I�U�H�L�J�K�W���D�Q�G���O�R�J�L�V�W�L�F�V���V�H�F�W�R�U�����$���U�H�O�L�D�E�O�H���D�Q�G���H�ˆ�F�L�H�Q�W���W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W��
network is crucial for businesses. East Midlands Airport, just 
outside the EMCCA region, is the UK’s key airport for air cargo 
operation. The Mayor’s Transport Plan will consider the needs of 
local employers and service providers.

12 



Connectivity 
in the 
region

Our region

Transport for everyone
Transport should be safe, fair, and easy to use for all. The 
people who use it need to be at the centre of how it’s planned. 
We need to improve the network by better balancing the needs 
�R�I���G�L�‡�H�U�H�Q�W���X�V�H�U�V�����D�V���W�K�L�V���L�V���N�H�\���W�R���D�Q���D�F�F�H�V�V�L�E�O�H���D�Q�G���L�Q�F�O�X�V�L�Y�H��
transport system. This means we need to address issues around 
safety and security, the needs of disabled users, and address 
�W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���V�R�F�L�D�O���H�[�F�O�X�V�L�R�Q����

�7�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���K�L�J�K���O�H�Y�H�O�V���R�I���U�L�V�N���R�I���W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���V�R�F�L�D�O���H�[�F�O�X�V�L�R�Q��
�L�Q���%�R�O�V�R�Y�H�U�����1�R�U�W�K���(�D�V�W���'�H�U�E�\�V�K�L�U�H�����$�V�K�¿�H�O�G���D�Q�G���0�D�Q�V�¿�H�O�G���L�Q��
particular. This means people in these areas are at risk of being 
unable to access opportunities and services because of poor 
mobility and connectivity. In some areas low travel horizons 
(due to economic or geographical constraints) limits travel 
distances preventing people from accessing opportunities such 
as employment. Nationally, disabled people take 25% fewer 

trips on average than those without disabilities, and this can 
create challenges such as higher unemployment. Women are 
frequently disadvantaged when using transport infrastructure 
and services. Evidence indicates that higher numbers of 
LGBTQ+ people feel unsafe while using transport networks. 

Purple areas on the map below highlight places in the region 
with poorer transport connectivity to everyday places like 
schools, shops, leisure, health facilities, and employment.

�6�R�X�U�F�H�����'�D�W�D���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���I�R�U���7�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W���&�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\���7�R�R�O
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Our Unique 
Place
We are a unique region, from the Peak District and heartlands, 
to rural villages and bustling towns, and the two key cities of 
Nottingham and Derby. We need to understand the places in our 
region to know how best to improve transport. 

Reducing barriers to access is crucial to enable inclusive growth 
in the region. New infrastructure that enables greater choice will 
not be enough alone. There is a need for us to think about how 
we manage the network and the demand for travel and how we 
support people in changing travel behaviours. 

�1�R�W�W�L�Q�J�K�D�P���D�Q�G���'�H�U�E�\���K�D�Y�H���W�K�H���O�D�U�J�H�V�W���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�H�V��
�D�Q�G���P�D�L�Q���F�H�Q�W�U�H�V���I�R�U���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�����)�D�U���P�R�U�H���S�H�R�S�O�H��
�Z�R�U�N���L�Q���1�R�W�W�L�Q�J�K�D�P���D�Q�G���'�H�U�E�\���W�K�D�Q���H�O�V�H�Z�K�H�U�H���L�Q���W�K�H��
�U�H�J�L�R�Q�����Z�K�L�F�K���K�D�V���F�R�P�P�X�W�L�Q�J���L�P�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V����

�7�K�H���,�Q�F�O�X�V�L�Y�H���*�U�R�Z�W�K���6�W�U�D�W�H�J�\���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�V���P�R�U�H��
�J�U�R�Z�W�K���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O���L�Q���W�K�H���7�U�H�Q�W���$�U�F���W�K�D�Q���Y�L�U�W�X�D�O�O�\���D�O�O���W�K�H��
�U�H�P�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���D�U�H�D�V���S�X�W���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U�����3�D�V�V�H�Q�J�H�U���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�S�X�W��
�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���1�R�W�W�L�Q�J�K�D�P���D�Q�G���'�H�U�E�\���L�V���K�L�J�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���D�O�O���R�W�K�H�U��
�U�D�L�O���V�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���W�K�H���(�0�&�&�$���U�H�J�L�R�Q���F�R�P�E�L�Q�H�G��
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Our unique place

Rural communities 
Most of the region is rural (63% of the land area), however most 
people live in towns and cities. When travelling in rural areas 
to access services and opportunities, the trips are often longer. 
There tends to be less travel choice as areas are less well 
�V�H�U�Y�H�G���E�\���S�X�E�O�L�F���W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V���D�U�H���V�R���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���L�W��
can limit active travel options, unless undertaken in conjunction 
with another mode. This can lead to greater reliance on cars and 
exclusion for those unable to do so. In addition to the increased 
time and cost implications for users, these trips also result 
�L�Q���D�E�R�Y�H���D�Y�H�U�D�J�H���H�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�V�����:�H���Q�H�H�G���W�R���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H���R�X�U���U�X�U�D�O��
transport networks.

Urban communities
�(�Y�H�Q���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���R�X�U���W�R�Z�Q�V���D�Q�G���F�L�W�L�H�V���W�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���G�L�‡�H�U�H�Q�W���O�H�Y�H�O�V���R�I��
public transport connectivity. Many places have good transport 
connectivity through the provision of railway stations, links into 
the strategic road network, and good bus services, but there are 
�V�W�L�O�O���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V�����'�H�V�S�L�W�H���R�X�U���F�L�W�L�H�V���K�D�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�H���O�R�Z�H�V�W��
levels of car ownership for the population, and those residents 
�F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���O�H�D�V�W���W�R���W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���H�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�V�����W�K�H�V�H��
�S�O�D�F�H�V���V�W�L�O�O���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���W�U�D�ˆ�F���F�R�Q�J�H�V�W�L�R�Q�����U�R�D�G���G�D�Q�J�H�U���D�Q�G���S�R�R�U��
�D�L�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����:�H���Q�H�H�G���W�R���X�V�H���R�X�U���V�S�D�F�H���H�ˆ�F�L�H�Q�W�O�\�����K�D�U�Q�H�V�V���V�P�D�U�W��
technologies and promote public transport and active travel.               
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�³�,���Z�D�Q�W���P�\���7�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W���3�O�D�Q���W�R���U�H�V�R�Q�D�W�H���Z�L�W�K���R�X�U���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F��
geography and people. It must be comprehensive and 
address the needs of the whole transport system, for 
the whole area and its communities. 

�0�\���3�O�D�Q���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�V�H�V���W�K�D�W���Z�H���G�R�Q�¶�W���K�D�Y�H���D���V�L�Q�J�O�H���µ�P�H�J�D��
city’ drawing us into one centre. We have a ‘polycentric’ 
geography, with two cities, a diverse network of towns, 
villages, and rural areas, and our strategic growth 
areas and corridors. Our diverse region presents a 
layer of complexity in connecting people and place.”  

Mayor Claire Ward

Cross-boundary connectivity 
People travel outside the region for work, business, services, 
and leisure, and others come here to work and visit. We’ll work 
�Z�L�W�K���Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�X�U�L�Q�J���D�U�H�D�V�����D�Q�G���D�U�H�D�V���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���D�¿�H�O�G�����W�R���X�Q�O�R�F�N���W�K�H��
most sustainable developments and help connect communities 
with each other and the services and opportunities they need.

The map below shows existing movements along key transport 
corridors across our region.

Existing 
Movements

Our unique place

Strategic employment sites
Many strategic employment sites are located away from towns 
and city centres. They are often poorly connected by sustainable 
modes particularly when considering shift patterns and therefore 
employees tend to rely on access by private car, with longer 
average commuting journeys and greater transport emissions.
Those without access to a car might be unable to make the 
journey at all. 

�6�R�X�U�F�H�����&�H�Q�V�X�V�������������7�U�D�Y�H�O���W�R���Z�R�U�N���P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���0�L�G�O�D�Q�G�V���&�R�Q�Q�H�F�W��
�)�U�H�L�J�K�W���5�R�X�W�H���0�D�S
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Area typologies 
�:�H�¶�Y�H���J�U�R�X�S�H�G���W�K�H���G�L�‡�H�U�H�Q�W���W�\�S�H�V���R�I���S�O�D�F�H�V���L�Q���R�X�U���U�H�J�L�R�Q���L�Q�W�R���¿�Y�H���F�D�W�H�J�R�U�L�H�V���W�R���K�H�O�S���S�O�D�Q���E�H�W�W�H�U���W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W�����,�W�¶�V���Q�R�W���D�E�R�X�W���S�X�W�W�L�Q�J���S�O�D�F�H�V���L�Q��
�V�W�U�L�F�W���E�R�[�H�V�²�V�R�P�H���P�D�\���¿�W���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���R�Q�H�����,�W�¶�V���D���V�W�D�U�W�L�Q�J���S�R�L�Q�W���W�R���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G���H�D�F�K���D�U�H�D�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G���S�O�D�Q���V�P�D�U�W�H�U���I�R�U���W�K�H���I�X�W�X�U�H��

Rural areas and villages
• Smaller settlements and diverse rural environments 

�R�I�W�H�Q���Z�L�W�K���V�R�P�H���O�R�F�D�O���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�L�H�V�����,�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W��
visitor attractions / heritage sites.

Areas of future growth
• �7�K�H���9�L�V�L�R�Q���I�R�U���*�U�R�Z�W�K���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H���K�D�V���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G���V�H�Y�H�Q���N�H�\���F�O�X�V�W�H�U�V���R�I���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���W�K�D�W���Z�L�O�O���J�X�L�G�H���I�X�W�X�U�H���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�����7�U�H�Q�W���$�U�F����

Derwent Valley Mills, Canal Corridor, Supercluster, Peaks & Dales, Heartlands, and The Loop.

Strategic employment
• Strategic employment sites, sometimes remote, 

including industrial (power generation and 
manufacture), business and research parks, the 
airport, distribution and warehousing.

Cities
• Our cities (Derby and Nottingham) provide a large 

range of employment, retail, leisure, health, and 
education services. They serve large proportions 
of our population as well as those beyond our 
boundaries.

T

Towns
• Our towns, often with a wider function for 

surrounding settlements and acting as hubs for 
surrounding rural areas.
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Transport and travel are changing
�$���O�R�W���K�D�V���F�K�D�Q�J�H�G���R�Y�H�U���D���V�K�R�U�W���S�H�U�L�R�G���R�I���W�L�P�H�����D�‡�H�F�W�L�Q�J���R�X�U��
places and travel. For example, nationally, there has been an 
increase in hybrid working and the use of home deliveries. 
A greater proportion of journeys are for retail, leisure and 
education, than for commuting or business. There has also been 
innovation in vehicles and the way we access transport services. 

Most of the time people use transport services not because of 
�W�K�H���G�L�U�H�F�W���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V�����E�X�W���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H�\���Q�H�H�G���W�R���J�H�W���V�R�P�H�Z�K�H�U�H�����$��
key function of the Mayor’s Transport Plan is to map out how we 
will improve transport choices to facilitate greater access to our 
everyday needs.

Land use planning 
�:�K�H�U�H���Z�H���E�X�L�O�G���K�R�P�H�V���D�Q�G���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�H�V���D�‡�H�F�W�V���K�R�Z���S�H�R�S�O�H��
travel. Planning must support public transport, walking, wheeling 
and cycling, not just in new areas, but across the whole region. 

Investments in land are some of the longest term and important 
investments we make. What we build where, determines 
transport need and accessibility. We need to ensure that 
decisions about new developments and transport provision 
move forward together and align. This could mean higher 
density mixed use developments in locations with good public 
�W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W���D�Q�G���K�L�J�K���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���D�F�W�L�Y�H���W�U�D�Y�H�O���L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�����,�Q���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q��
locations targeted transport schemes will be required to unlock 
growth for strategic housing and employment sites.

There is still a need to manage travel demand given the current 
�I�R�U�H�F�D�V�W���W�U�D�ˆ�F���J�U�R�Z�W�K�����S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\���L�Q���N�H�\���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����D�Q�G���Z�H���Q�H�H�G��
to determine the best way to do this.                  

Connectivity & land use

20 



Connectivity & land use

“We need to move away from transport planning 
based on predicting future demand to provide capacity 
(‘predict and provide’) to planning that sets an outcome 
communities want to achieve and provides the transport 
solutions to deliver those outcomes.” 

Department for Transport

What is the Vision and Validate 
approach?
The aim of the Mayor’s Transport Plan is to create sustainable 
and healthy places, with an integrated transport network that 
addresses the mobility needs of people and goods. A ‘vision 
and validate’ approach is key to this. It marks a shift away from 
the ‘predict and provide’ model of transport planning, which was 
mainly based on past trends, and catering for unconstrained 
growth in private car use.  

A ‘vision and validate’ approach means putting genuine 
�V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���D�W���W�K�H���K�H�D�U�W���R�I���R�X�U���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���P�D�N�L�Q�J���D�Q�G��
planning. It calls for integrated strategic planning across the 
built environment, bringing together spatial planning and 
transport planning.  Instead of trying to mitigate the impacts of 
developments, we need to include sustainable transport as an 
integral part of our development strategies and proposals. 

The Mayor’s Transport Plan will set the transport vision for 
our region. Establishing this vision and evidence base early in 
EMCCA’s creation means it will be able to inform our wider work. 

In a time of high levels of housing and population growth, it is 
vital to drive the inclusion of public transport and active travel 
�S�U�R�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���L�Q���S�O�D�F�H���P�D�N�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���I�R�U���Q�H�Z���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�V����
We wish to encourage walkable neighbourhoods, with key 
services within walkable proximity of housing, wherever 
possible.  
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Seven clusters of opportunity in the 
Spatial Development Plan 
�7�K�H���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W���R�I���(�0�&�&�$���K�D�V���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���D�Q���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���W�R���U�H��
shape the region’s economic, social, and environmental outlook. 
The Spatial Development Plan and the Mayor’s Transport 
Plan will work together to guide investment opportunities. The 
Transport Plan will support the emerging seven clusters of 
�R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���6�S�D�W�L�D�O���'�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���3�O�D�Q����

Trent Arc: an urban network linking Derby and Nottingham, 
�W�K�H���)�U�H�H�S�R�U�W�����,�Q�¿�Q�L�W�\���,�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���=�R�Q�H���D�Q�G���W�Z�R���I�R�U�P�H�U���F�R�D�O���¿�U�H�G��
power stations. 

Derwent Valley Mills:  a regeneration opportunity to extend 
visitorship. 

Canal Corridors: �W�R���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W���J�U�R�Z�W�K���D�U�R�X�Q�G���&�K�H�V�W�H�U�¿�H�O�G���V�W�D�W�L�R�Q��
�D�Q�G���R�X�U���(�D�V�W���0�L�G�O�D�Q�G�V���,�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���=�R�Q�H���V�L�W�H�V���D�W���6�W�D�Y�H�O�H�\���D�Q�G��
Worksop to the Supercluster. 

Supercluster: �D���I�R�F�X�V���R�Q���U�H���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�L�Q�J���W�K�U�H�H���I�R�U�P�H�U���F�R�D�O���¿�U�H�G��
�S�R�Z�H�U���V�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���Q�R�U�W�K���H�D�V�W���1�R�W�W�L�Q�J�K�D�P�V�K�L�U�H����

Peaks and Dales: �E�U�R�D�G�H�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Y�L�V�L�W�R�U���R�‡�H�U�����D�G�G�L�Q�J��
sustainable transport.

Heartlands: a range of interventions to better the social 
infrastructure of towns and small villages across the undulating 
countryside. 

The Loop: encouraging walking connectivity along the 
picturesque waterways and trails that unite Derbyshire and 
Nottinghamshire. Ensuring access to green spaces reaches all 
our neighbourhoods.

Connectivity & land use
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Connectivity & land use

Growth Areas

Peaks and Dales

Derwent Valley 
Mills

Supercluster

The Loop

Trent Arc

Canal 
Corridor

Heartlands

EMCCA’s Vision for Growth 
• 52,000 new homes

• 100,000 new jobs

• £4 billion economic growth

The Trent Arc is set to deliver:

• More than 30,000 new homes

• Over 40,000 full time equivalent (FTE) jobs

• £2.4bn in Gross Value Added (GVA) per annum once fully 
developed

• ���������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���V�T�P���R�I���F�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O���À�R�R�U�V�S�D�F�H

�&�K�H�V�W�H�U�¿�H�O�G and Staveley alone could deliver:

• 3,900 new homes

• 7,800 new jobs

• £473 million in GVA per year

The Supercluster is capable of delivering:

• 6,800 homes

• 15,500 jobs

• £930m GVA per year 

The map to the left highlights the location of the seven clusters 
of opportunity in the Spatial Development Plan.
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Shaping the Mayor’s Transport Plan 
We’ve reviewed the challenges and opportunities. From this 
work, four themes, seven strategic goals, and 22 policies were 
�V�H�W���W�K�D�W���G�H�¿�Q�H���W�K�H���3�O�D�Q�¶�V���P�D�L�Q���S�U�L�R�U�L�W�L�H�V�����7�K�H�V�H���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���Z�H�U�H��
developed together with local authorities. You can see these 
themes and policies in this chapter. Please give them a read and 
then we want to know from you if these are the right policies to 
help us meet the goals. 

Key policies

Key policies 
to deliver 
the Mayor’s 
Transport 
Plan
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• Policy 9
Design our places to bring people closer to key 
services

• Policy 10
Focus new housing and employment developments 
�L�Q���Z�H�O�O���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�H�G���D�U�H�D�V

• Policy 11
Enhance the quality of our public spaces

• Policy 12
Increase provision of shared transport (e.g. hire 
�E�L�N�H�V�����F�D�U���V�K�D�U�H���F�O�X�E�V�����H���V�F�R�R�W�H�U�V���D�Q�G���P�L�F�U�R�P�R�E�L�O�L�W�\��

• Policy 13
Better connect communities by active and 
sustainable travel options

Better connected communities

Connected communities and new homes

Key policies

• Policy 1
Bring public transport 
nearer more people 

• Policy 2
Improve reliability, 
journey times and 
frequencies 

• Policy 3
Enhance the passenger 
experience 

• Policy 4
Support simpler and 
�P�R�U�H���D�‡�R�U�G�D�E�O�H���S�X�E�O�L�F��
transport tickets

• Policy 5
Improve ease of 
switching between 
modes of transport

• Policy 6
Create transformative 
cycling, walking, & 
wheeling networks

• Policy 7
Integrate active modes 
(walking, wheeling, 
cycling) into our wider 
transport networks

• Policy 8
Support people to use 
active modes (walking, 
wheeling, cycling) with 
training and information

Increase modal choice

Active, healthy and vibrant 
places

Strengthened and extended 
public transport
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• Policy 14
�,�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H���Z�L�G�H�U���I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J��
decisions to invest in 
our most important 
transport routes for the 
economy (the strategic 
growth corridors)

• Policy 15
�6�X�S�S�R�U�W���H�ˆ�F�L�H�Q�W��
operation of our 
transport networks

• Policy 16
Prioritise investment 
to connect people 
to employment and 
training opportunities 
and enable growth

• Policy 17
Improve the climate 
resilience of our 
transport networks and 
neighbourhoods

• Policy 18
Make our roads safer 
with the ‘Safe System’ 
approach, so people, 
vehicles and road 
infrastructure interact 
in a way that secures 
safety.

• Policy 19
Improve maintenance 
of our networks so 
our assets (roads, 
pavements, bridges, 
lighting etc) stay in 
good condition for 
longer

Greater economic opportunity

A productive and inclusive 
economy

An integrated, sustainable, and 
resilient network

Key policies
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• Policy 20 
Support the protection 
and enjoyment of our 
environments

• Policy 21
Reducing the negative 
impact of transport 
and travel on the 
environment and on air 
quality

• Policy 22
Work with partners 
to support increased 
provision for low and 
zero emission fuels for 
all transport modes

Protect our environment

Improving our unique natural and 
historic environment

Decarbonise travel as part of net 
zero

Key policies
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The important role of public transport 
Public transport plays a vital role getting people to places like 
work, healthcare and education. It is important that public 
transport is inclusive and accessible for all. It is a key facilitator 
for individual economic prosperity, social wellbeing and inclusive 
mobility, so it is important that we continue to bolster our 
network and build on the successful partnership working already 
established and implemented by the four constituent authorities 
and the transport operators.

Buses
We have some of the highest bus customer satisfaction ratings 
in the country. As the Local Transport Authority, EMCCA will 
take on the responsibility for planning and delivering local bus 
services alongside bus operators. We will strive to deliver the 
ambition of the National Bus Strategy and implement bold 
changes to further enhance our region’s bus network.

To do this, we have started work on a Bus Service Improvement 
Plan, which will set out the ambition for the bus network across 
the whole region. There is recognition that some areas of the 
region lack bus connectivity, particularly in the more rural areas. 
�:�H���D�U�H���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�L�Q�J���R�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���¿�Y�H���N�H�\���W�K�H�P�H�V���W�R���K�H�O�S��
us create a bus network that will enable passengers to travel 
�V�L�P�S�O�\�����V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�\�����V�D�I�H�O�\���D�Q�G���D�‡�R�U�G�D�E�O�\���D�F�U�R�V�V���R�X�U���G�L�Y�H�U�V�H��
urban and rural landscapes. 

Priority 1

Priority 1: Making travelling by 
public transport easier

2
3

1 Passenger experience

Fares and ticketing

The Network

4
5

Highway infrastructure

Decarbonisation

Five themes shaping a bus network 
for simple, sustainable, safe, and 
affordable travel.

�7�K�H���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K���R�I���R�X�U���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���S�X�E�O�L�F���W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W���R�ú�H�U���L�V��
�H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���U�H�F�H�Q�W���7�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W���)�R�F�X�V���%�X�V��
�6�D�W�L�V�I�D�F�W�L�R�Q���6�X�U�Y�H�\�����2�X�U�������/�R�F�D�O���$�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�L�H�V���V�F�R�U�H�G��
�L�Q���W�K�H���W�R�S�������Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\�����Z�L�W�K���'�H�U�E�\���K�D�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�H���K�L�J�K�H�V�W��
�V�D�W�L�V�I�D�F�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���D�W����������
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Enhanced Partnership approach
We have chosen a partnership approach with our bus operators 
to create an exemplar Enhanced Partnership to demonstrate the 
�E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V���R�I���F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J�����D�V���R�S�S�R�V�H�G���W�R��
taking forward the franchising approach. Work has commenced 
on the development of the new Enhanced Partnership plan and 
�L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���D�P�E�L�W�L�R�X�V���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���L�Q�W�H�U�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�V����

Integrated ticketing 
We want to develop integrated ticketing models that include 
trains, trams, buses and other modes of transport. 

Priority 1

Our emerging ambition 
People want public transport that is more direct, faster, 
reliable and frequent. Our plans focus on improving public 
transport to make travel easier like improvements to 
�V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���D�Q�G���X�V�L�Q�J�����W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\���V�X�F�K���D�V���U�H�D�O���W�L�P�H���W�U�D�F�N�L�Q�J����
apps and digital payments to improve the passenger 
experience and travel planning information. 

�:�H���Z�D�Q�W���V�L�P�S�O�H�����D�‡�R�U�G�D�E�O�H���W�L�F�N�H�W�V���W�K�D�W���Z�R�U�N���D�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H��
�G�L�‡�H�U�H�Q�W���P�R�G�H�V���R�I���W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W�����I�R�U���H�[�D�P�S�O�H���W�R���K�H�O�S���\�R�X�Q�J��
people get to school or work. We’re also helping bus 
�F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V���V�Z�L�W�F�K���W�R���F�O�H�D�Q�H�U�����]�H�U�R���H�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���Y�H�K�L�F�O�H�V���W�R��
reduce pollution.

We will carry out a bus network review considering 
public transport routes, service frequencies and transport  
interchange locations to help develop the priorities to 
improve connectivity and transport integration.  
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Rail
It is our ambition to create an integrated, sustainable, and 
accessible rail network that connects all East Midlands residents 
�H�ˆ�F�L�H�Q�W�O�\���W�R���U�D�L�O�Z�D�\���V�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���J�U�R�Z�W�K����
reducing carbon emissions, and promoting social inclusion. This 
will deliver inclusive rail travel in the heart of the UK. 

This will be achieved through building key partnerships, with 
�V�W�U�R�Q�J���F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H�����S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\���Z�L�W�K���*�U�H�D�W���%�U�L�W�L�V�K��
Railways and neighbouring Mayoral Combined Authorities. 
EMCCA will also work with transport operators and other 
stakeholders to deliver railway services that are integrated with 
other transport modes. 

We want to make stations attractive places to use, with better 
connections to other transport particularly buses; and we want to 
make it easier for people to be able to get to stations by walking 
and wheeling, taxi, bus, car, bicycle and scooter to access our 
railway services more easily. 

Mass transit such as buses, trains and 
trams
We are commissioning a study to identify the best options for 
further expansion of mass transit across the region, considering 
�Q�H�Z���U�R�X�W�H�V���D�Q�G���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���R�S�W�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U���F�U�R�V�V���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�\��
connectivity and building on the existing tram, rail and bus 
network. We want to develop light rail options to serve 
communities not otherwise served by rail. 

Priority 1

�³�2�X�U���I�R�X�U���F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�H�Q�W���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�L�H�V���K�D�Y�H���P�D�G�H���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W��
progress in delivering the ambitions of the National Bus 
Strategy through their Bus Service Improvement Plan and 
Enhanced Partnerships. Their individual achievements 
�D�U�H���Q�R�Z���E�H�L�Q�J���G�U�D�Z�Q���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���L�Q�W�R���D���X�Q�L�¿�H�G���U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O��
strategy, and EMCCA will provide a platform to coordinate 
bus service improvements, share best practice, and 
�G�H�O�L�Y�H�U���O�D�U�J�H���V�F�D�O�H���F�K�D�Q�J�H���Z�L�W�K���D���V�L�Q�J�O�H���Y�R�L�F�H����

This is with the vision to increase connectivity, improve 
passenger information and introduce integrated ticketing 
with cheaper fares for example for our young people to 
get access to education and work.” 

Mayor Claire Ward

�7�K�H���1�R�W�W�L�Q�J�K�D�P���(�[�S�U�H�V�V���7�U�D�P���6�\�V�W�H�P���L�V���W�K�H���U�H�J�L�R�Q�¶�V��
�P�R�V�W���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���O�R�F�D�O���S�X�E�O�L�F���W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W���D�V�V�H�W���L�Q���W�K�H��
�U�H�J�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K�������N�P���R�I���W�U�D�P���O�L�Q�H���D�Q�G���������V�W�R�S�V��
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�7�K�H���F�D�U���F�D�Q���E�H���D���À�H�[�L�E�O�H���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�L�H�Q�W���P�R�G�H���R�I���W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W����
However car ownership levels in some parts of our region are 
low, especially in our cities where there are good alternatives. 
Some of our rural villages and residential areas lack good 
alternatives to private car use, leaving people stuck. Some of 
our employment sites are hard to access without a car, denying 
people work opportunities. Providing options beyond the car is 
�Q�R�W���D�Q�W�L���F�D�U�����L�W���L�V���S�U�R���V�R�F�L�D�O���P�R�E�L�O�L�W�\�����3�X�E�O�L�F���W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W���L�V���N�H�\���W�R��
�H�[�S�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���F�K�R�L�F�H�����D�O�R�Q�J�V�L�G�H���D�F�W�L�Y�H���W�U�D�Y�H�O���P�R�G�H�V�����P�L�F�U�R���P�R�E�L�O�L�W�\��
(scooters) and shared transport, (like bike hire and car share). 
�7�K�H�V�H���P�R�G�H�V���K�D�Y�H���Z�L�G�H�U���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V���W�R�R�����I�R�U���F�R�Q�J�H�V�W�L�R�Q�����S�R�O�O�X�W�L�R�Q��
and health.

Health and wellbeing  
Encouraging a shift from using motorised forms of transport, 
to walking, wheeling and cycling (active travel) for journeys, 
�L�V���D�Q���H�‡�H�F�W�L�Y�H���Z�D�\���R�I���X�Q�O�R�F�N�L�Q�J���K�H�D�O�W�K���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V���D�Q�G���L�V���O�L�Q�N�H�G��
�W�R���U�H�G�X�F�L�Q�J���W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���H�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�J�H�V�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G��
�S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V�����6�W�U�H�H�W���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�V��
that support active travel tend to also be welcoming, safe and 
attractive places, and have better air quality.

Being active is especially important here because parts of our 
area have higher levels of health and obesity issues than the 
national average. Walking, wheeling and cycling are great ways 
to stay healthy and build physical activity into everyday life. 
The NHS says active travel can improve mood, sleep, energy, 
�D�Q�G���F�R�Q�¿�G�H�Q�F�H�����6�K�L�I�W�L�Q�J���M�R�X�U�Q�H�\�V���I�U�R�P���P�R�W�R�U�L�V�H�G���W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W���W�R��

Priority 2

Priority 2: Choices that go beyond 
the private car – improving health

active travel also improves air quality, and lower nitrogen dioxide 
emissions reduce the risk of worsening heart and lung disease.

For walking, wheeling and cycling to become the natural 
choice for short journeys, and as part of longer journeys in 
combination with public transport, we need to have streets and 
�U�R�X�W�H�V���W�K�D�W���I�H�H�O���V�D�I�H���D�Q�G���H�D�V�\���W�R���X�V�H�����,�P�S�U�R�Y�L�Q�J���¿�U�V�W���D�Q�G���O�D�V�W��
mile connections to public transport (from the door to the bus 
stop or station) is one method to support a shift towards a more 
sustainable transport network. Active travel infrastructure needs 
to be of a high quality and seamlessly integrated with public 
�W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W���W�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���D���F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�L�H�Q�W���G�R�R�U���W�R���G�R�R�U���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H����
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Placemaking and inclusive growth
We need to carefully consider the balance between movement 
and place across our transport network, and we need to 
�G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H���K�R�Z���Z�H���E�H�V�W���X�V�H���W�K�H���Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N���I�R�U���W�K�H���E�H�Q�H�¿�W���R�I���D�O�O��
users.

“I am passionate about transforming our active travel 
�L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H���W�R���G�H�O�L�Y�H�U���K�L�J�K���T�X�D�O�L�W�\�����V�D�I�H�U���U�R�X�W�H�V���L�Q��
neighbourhoods across our region. In July 2025, 
alongside the other Mayors of England’s Combined 
Authorities, I signed a joint statement to improve our 
�V�W�U�H�H�W�V���I�R�U���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H�����I�R�U���W�K�H���E�H�Q�H�¿�W���R�I���K�H�D�O�W�K�����Z�H�O�O�E�H�L�Q�J��
and connectivity. I pledged to work with the Department 
for Transport, Active Travel England, and local partners 
�W�R���F�U�H�D�W�H���D���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���Z�L�G�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���Z�D�O�N�L�Q�J�����Z�K�H�H�O�L�Q�J���D�Q�G��
cycling network, comprising of local networks that are 
safe and easy to use. Our focus begins with safe routes 
to schools.” 

Mayor Claire Ward

Our emerging ambition 
At EMCCA we know walking, wheeling and cycling is 
important, and we understand its potential in our region. 
We want to encourage these active ways to travel and 
improve the network to give people more choices and 
make travel healthier and greener. 

Working with our constituent authorities, we’ll build safe, 
easy, and enjoyable routes that meet high standards, 
so routes are coherent, direct, safe, comfortable, and 
attractive. We recognise that the quality of the network 
�S�O�D�\�V���D���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���S�D�U�W���L�Q���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H���O�H�Y�H�O���R�I���X�V�H��

For longer trips, we want active travel to connect well 
�Z�L�W�K���W�U�D�L�Q�V�����E�X�V�H�V�����D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W�����(���E�L�N�H�V���Z�L�O�O���D�O�V�R��
help people cycle longer distances more easily.

The promotion of behavioural change and a renewed 
focus on high quality infrastructure will provide better 
modal choice and will support our goal to achieve 
a sustainable transport network that improves 
outcomes for connectivity, mobility, and the health of 
our population and our environment. The active travel 
�Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N���D�O�V�R���S�O�D�\�V���D���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���S�D�U�W���L�Q���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H��
visitor economy. 

The vast majority of journeys under one mile are walked. 
Neighbourhoods where you can walk to most destinations are 
more likely to be vibrant, successful and inclusive. When we 
design for people, rather than cars, it helps neighbourhoods 
connect as well as supporting economic performance. Creating 
walking and wheeling friendly places around retail centres 
encourages visitors.

As part of the placemaking process, the creation of quality active 
travel networks are essential, to ensure connectivity and create 
opportunity to use these active modes. An uptake in active travel 
supports the development of more pleasant and productive 
places. As more of our short journeys are undertaken by active 
modes there will be corresponding improvements to air quality, 
reduced noise pollution and the opportunity to use the highway 
�V�S�D�F�H���L�Q���R�W�K�H�U���Z�D�\�V���D�Q�G���P�D�Q�D�J�H���W�U�D�ˆ�F���G�H�P�D�Q�G���D�Q�G���U�H�G�X�F�H��
�F�D�U���G�R�P�L�Q�D�Q�F�H��
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Priority 3: A reliable system - 
repairing our highways

Priority 3

While we will invest to create new transport infrastructure and 
improve existing networks, we must also manage and maintain 
our existing assets as well, working with our constituent 
authorities who remain the Highways Authorities. Like many 
parts of the country, we have seen a deterioration in the quality 
�R�I���U�R�D�G���V�X�U�I�D�F�H�V�����D�Q�G���K�D�Y�H���D���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���E�D�F�N�O�R�J���R�I���P�D�L�Q�W�H�Q�D�Q�F�H��
work.

�:�H�O�O���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�G���K�L�J�K�Z�D�\�V���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���J�U�R�Z�W�K�����D�O�O�R�Z��
access to educational and recreational activities and support 
our social connections. Road transport is an important part of 
our mix. 62% of journeys to work under 6 miles are done by car. 
Our highways include roads, footways, bridges, cycle networks, 
and lighting. They are highly visible to residents, and impact on 
our public realm and sense of place. Potholes on roads, and 
pavements in poor condition can have a negative impact for 
people, as well as causing inconvenience and having serious 
safety implications. 

�$�V���W�K�H���L�P�S�D�F�W�V���R�I���F�O�L�P�D�W�H���F�K�D�Q�J�H���W�D�N�H���H�‡�H�F�W�����Z�H���D�U�H���V�H�H�L�Q�J��
�L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���L�Q�F�L�G�H�Q�F�H���R�I���À�R�R�G�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���H�[�W�U�H�P�H���Z�H�D�W�K�H�U���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V����
Ageing infrastructure can struggle to cope with the growing 
�W�U�D�ˆ�F���Y�R�O�X�P�H�V���D�Q�G���Z�H�L�J�K�W�V�����7�K�H�V�H���F�K�D�Q�J�H�V���H�[�D�F�H�U�E�D�W�H���W�K�H��
challenges of maintaining our roads. 
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�7�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���D���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���T�X�D�Q�W�L�W�\���R�I���D�V�V�H�W�V���L�Q���R�X�U���O�R�F�D�O��
�W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W���Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N��

• �2�Y�H�U�����������������P�L�O�H�V���R�I���F�D�U�U�L�D�J�H�Z�D�\�V

• �������������K�L�J�K�Z�D�\���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���E�U�L�G�J�H�V

• �����������������V�W�U�H�H�W�O�L�J�K�W�V

• �������U�D�L�O���V�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V

• �������P�L�O�H�V���R�I���W�U�D�P���O�L�Q�H���Z�L�W�K���������V�W�R�S�V

Priority 3

Best practice approaches
The Transport Plan will encourage a ‘whole street approach’ to 
maintenance work. Where road surfaces are being improved 
for example, the opportunity will be taken to consider additional 
enhancements rather than just replace like for like, including 
for accessibility, noise, active travel, public transport and the 
character of the place. This will improve the street environment 
for highway users. 

Innovations in technology can support highway maintenance 
and improvements, for example scanning of road surfaces and 
the use of AI can allow highways authority to take a preventative 
approach to asset management.

There is also development work being undertaken on the impact 
of maintenance activities on whole life carbon management, 
and advice on materials and methods that have a lower 
environmental impact. 

The impact on users during the process of improvement also 
needs consideration. Improvement work causes disruption, and 
our approach will need to minimise this while acknowledging the 
essential nature of maintenance work.

�$���O�L�I�H�F�\�F�O�H���E�D�V�H�G���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K���L�V���W�D�N�H�Q���W�R���H�Q�V�X�U�H���W�K�H���U�L�J�K�W���U�H�S�D�L�U��
is delivered at the right time, maximising value and minimising 
�O�R�Q�J���W�H�U�P���F�R�V�W�V�����$�O�V�R�����P�D�L�Q�W�H�Q�D�Q�F�H���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H�V���D�U�H���S�U�L�R�U�L�W�L�V�H�G��
�X�V�L�Q�J���D���U�L�V�N���E�D�V�H�G���I�U�D�P�H�Z�R�U�N���W�R���H�Q�V�X�U�H���V�D�I�H�W�\�����U�H�V�L�O�L�H�Q�F�H�����D�Q�G��
value for money. This preventative maintenance approach 
prioritises asset maintenance to prevent deterioration and 
maximise asset life.
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Actions to 
achieve 
our goals

The enablers to help achieve these goals:

• �.�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���V�K�D�U�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V��
�D�U�R�X�Q�G���L�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���E�H�V�W���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H���D�Q�G��
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���W�U�L�D�O�V

• �'�D�W�D���D�Q�G���U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W���P�R�G�H�O���W�R��
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F���F�D�V�H�V

• �)�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���P�R�G�H�O�V���±���D�V�V�X�U�D�Q�F�H���S�U�R�F�H�V�V����
�D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J��

• Working with delivery 
partners for a more 
�F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���K�L�J�K��
quality active travel 
network, integrated 
into the wider transport 
network with key focus 
on safe routes to 
school

• Working with partners 
to deliver training and 
information to support 
people to use active 
modes 

• Working with partners 
to deliver targeted 
travel behaviour 
change programmes to 
make people aware of 
their travel choices

• To review and set 
design standards 
for active travel 
infrastructure 

• Undertake a bus 
network review to 
identify improvements 
to connectivity and 
modal integration. 
Working with industry to 
increase bus services 
and routes

• Using our voice to steer 
rail investment and 
�K�D�Y�H���J�U�H�D�W�H�U���L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H��
over train services and 
stations

• Set out the ambition for 
mass transit and where 
tram / light rail would 
best serve 

• Take forward integrated 
ticketing with partners 

• Better and more 
�F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W���R�‡�H�U�V���D�F�U�R�V�V��
the region on public 
transport fares 

Increase modal choice

Active, healthy and vibrant 
places

Strengthened and extended 
public transport

Actions for change
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• Adopt a ‘vision & validate’ approach to bring together 
transport planning and spatial planning.

• Shaping regional transport hubs, to support spatial 
planning, making it easier to switch between modes 

• Whole street & healthy street approach to design 
standards for investment, focusing on community 
�E�H�Q�H�¿�W��

• �'�H�O�L�Y�H�U���O�R�F�D�O�L�V�H�G�����K�H�D�O�W�K�\���Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�X�U�K�R�R�G�������F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\��
based schemes with partners

• Further development of mobility hubs

Better connected communities

Connected communities and new homes

Actions for change
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• Coordinate and 
�L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H���W�K�H���Z�L�G�H�U��
transport network by 
developing a shared 
�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�L�Q�J��
national policy and 
investment  

• Working collaboratively 
to support EMCCA’s 
core mission and wider 
aims like the strategic 
growth corridors, 
access to opportunities, 
skills and employment 
and the visitor economy 

• Consider options for a 
regional control centre, 
�E�H�W�W�H�U���F�R���R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q��
across the transport 
network with partners & 
digital twin approach for 
network optimisation

• Prioritisation of asset 
maintenance to 
prevent deterioration 
and maximise asset 
life, including climate 
adaptation like 
sustainable drainage 
systems and natural 
�À�R�R�G���P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W

• Prioritisation of 
investment to reduce 
road danger

• Cross boundary 
collaboration  to 
�L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H���U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O��
priorities 

• Determination of the 
Key Route Network 
(the most important 
roads) and work with 
partners to prioritise 
investment

Greater economic opportunity

A productive and inclusive 
economy

An integrated, sustainable, and 
resilient network

Actions for change
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• Making the protection 
of our environments 
and reducing the 
negative impacts 
of transport on the 
environment a key 
assessment when 
considering investment 
priorities

• Lead a review of 
asset management 
approaches, 
including embedding 
sustainability in 
infrastructure planning 

• Consideration of best 
practice such as noise 
mitigation and low 
noise road surfaces

• Working with partners 
�W�R���D�G�G�U�H�V�V���W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W��
related poor air quality, 
�D�Q�G���W�R���H�Q�V�X�U�H���W�U�D�ˆ�F���L�V��
on the most appropriate 
route

• Supporting delivery 
of EV charging 
infrastructure including 
�W�K�H���X�S�W�D�N�H���R�I���]�H�U�R��
emission buses 

• Working with partners 
to take forward 
initiatives and trials i.e. 
alternative fuels

• �3�U�R�J�U�H�V�V�L�Q�J���P�L�F�U�R��
mobility regulation and 
licensing support 

• Helping to forecast 
future energy demand 
and how that relates to 
transport and ongoing  
innovation

• Support partners to 
expand Mobility as 
a Service (MaaS) 
information and 
payment options

Protect our environment

Improving our unique natural and 
historic environment

Decarbonise travel as part of net 
zero

Actions for change
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What will 
this mean 
for you?
What the Mayor’s Transport Plan 
could mean for you and the different 
journeys you might make

Cities
• As a community nurse, I need to use the car to visit 

multiple patients a day. With the recent investment 
�L�Q���E�X�V���D�Q�G���F�\�F�O�H���O�D�Q�H�V�����,���K�D�Y�H���Q�R�W�L�F�H�G���O�H�V�V���W�U�D�ˆ�F���R�Q��
the roads – meaning more time with patients rather 
�W�K�D�Q���V�D�W���L�Q���W�U�D�ˆ�F�����,���D�P���D�E�O�H���W�R���F�K�D�U�J�H���P�\���(�9���D�W���W�K�H��
public charge points.

• I get the bus into the centre for shopping, the simple 
ticket options mean I know I get the best price 
whichever route I use.

• �,���F�\�F�O�H���W�R���P�\���I�U�L�H�Q�G�¶�V���À�D�W���D�V���L�W�¶�V���M�X�V�W���R�Y�H�U���D���P�L�O�H��
�D�Z�D�\�����6�K�H���O�L�Y�H�V���R�Q���W�K�H���W�K�L�U�G���À�R�R�U�����E�X�W���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���D��
public bike hanger on her street which makes it 
easy. 

T

Towns
• My trips across town are often short, so I jump on 

my bike. I feel safe with dedicated space to cycle, 
and pleasant greenways make it enjoyable.

• �,�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�H�G���W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W���R�S�W�L�R�Q�V���P�H�D�Q���,���G�U�R�S���P�\���N�L�G�V���R�‡��
and then go onto work at the hospital. The options 
mean my routes are simple and direct.

• My railway station has been recently upgraded, and 
passenger assistance improvements have meant 
reliable boarding in my wheelchair.

Actions for change
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Rural areas and villages
• My local shop is in the next village over, the network of quiet roads give 

�P�H���F�R�Q�¿�G�H�Q�F�H���W�K�D�W���,���K�D�Y�H���R�S�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���F�\�F�O�H���D�Z�D�\���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���O�D�U�J�H���O�R�U�U�L�H�V��

• I recently bought an electric car, I live in a short terrace of houses, but 
there are public charging options that make it easy to charge regularly. 

• �,���G�R�Q�¶�W���G�U�L�Y�H���E�X�W���W�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���À�H�[�L�E�O�H�����V�K�D�U�H�G���W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W���R�S�W�L�R�Q�V���Z�K�L�F�K���P�H�D�Q���,��
can access the services I need and meet with friends.

Areas of future growth
• While my home is in the city centre, my family live in the new homes 

in Toton. Public transport is the obvious choice to get there as it is 
frequent and quick.

• The transport connections in the Trent Arc made the decision to 
�O�R�F�D�W�H���R�X�U���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���K�H�U�H���D���Q�R���E�U�D�L�Q�H�U�����:�H���D�U�H���F�O�R�V�H���W�R���W�Z�R���F�L�W�L�H�V����
and the recent junction improvements on the motorway make freight 
connections reliable.

Strategic employment
• Most of our candidates do not have access to a car. Public transport 

options are timed around shifts and connect us to key residential areas 
meaning transport is no longer the barrier it once was.

• Smart technology on the M1 has helped manage congestion, we can 
better predict when hotspots will occur meaning shipments are reliable.

Actions for change
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How will we measure success of the 
Mayor’s Transport Plan? 
Using data 

• �7�K�H���(�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H���E�D�V�H���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W���V�H�W�V���R�X�W���D���V�X�P�P�D�U�\���R�I���W�K�H��
evidence and analysis we are using to understand how 
best to improve the transport network.

• �:�H���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���W�R���U�H�¿�Q�H���W�K�L�V���G�D�W�D���D�V���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J��
development of our full Mayor’s Transport Plan and the 
Integrated Sustainability Appraisal. We will take into 
account any new guidance from central Government.

�(�‡�H�F�W�L�Y�H���P�R�Q�L�W�R�U�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���H�Y�D�O�X�D�W�L�R�Q

• The next stage of development of the Mayor’s Transport 
Plan will set targets and goals for the key objective areas. 
The Bus Service Improvement Plan will also set key 
performance indicators. Progress against these will feed 
into EMCCA’s overall outcomes framework 

• As we move into delivery, we will measure progress 
against these targets. We’ll also track and report on the 
number of projects completed and demonstrate how 
they meet the primary objectives of the Transport for City 
Regions funding. 

• This enables us to measure our progress against the 
intended outputs and helps us to stay on track as we work 
to deliver a transport system that works for everyone. 

Next steps
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How to have your say
Now you’ve read about our initial ideas for the Mayor’s Transport 
Plan, we want to hear your views. 

Are we on the right track with these goals, what is important 
to you and what ideas do you have to improve the transport 
network? 

It is important that we get feedback from a full range of voices 
and transport users from across the region, to understand your 
concerns and ambitions for the region. Your feedback will be 
used to further develop the full Transport Plan. 

So please do take the time to consider the information here, and 
in the supporting documents, and let us know what you think. 

�7�K�D�W���Z�D�\�����W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���Z�H���F�D�Q���P�D�N�H���W�K�H���U�H�J�L�R�Q���D���E�H�W�W�H�U���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�H�G��
place for everyone, to help our communities, businesses and 
visitors move around in the way they need to, while meeting our 
wider ambitions, in order to thrive.

You can give your feedback and give us your views in our 
survey.

What’s next?
This consultation is just the start; we’re doing lots more to 
support the development of the full Mayor’s Transport Plan. 

This includes:  

• Continuing to work with partners to understand 
opportunities, for example to secure strategic 
interventions that will support the Mayor’s Transport Plan 
on the strategic road and rail networks.  

• Carrying out several assessments on the environmental, 
equality, health, safety, and social impacts to guide 
the Plans development. Assessing the policies and 
interventions, to consider how they deliver the objectives.

• Taking account of government guidance and strategies, 
the anticipated Integrated National Transport Strategy and 
�R�W�K�H�U���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H���W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W��

• Further understanding of the future demand for travel and 
�K�R�Z���W�K�H���9�L�V�L�R�Q���	���9�D�O�L�G�D�W�H���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K���F�D�Q���L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H���W�K�D�W��
future demand.

• Develop the key performance indicators and targets, in 
alignment with EMCCA’s overall outcomes framework and 
funding requirements.

• As the Plan develops, using it to inform the investment 
pipeline and prioritisation process, including the 
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���R�I���D�Q���L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���S�O�D�Q���I�R�U���W�K�H���Q�H�[�W����������
years

What sub-strategies are being 
developed? 
The Mayor’s Transport Plan will be the main document that 
guides all transport decisions in the region. To support it, we’ll 
also create more detailed plans. These will likely include a plan 
to improve bus services, a plan for our Key Route Network, 
a plan to boost walking, wheeling and cycling and a plan on 
managing our roads.

Next steps
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The full Mayor’s Transport Plan 
It is anticipated that we will have a draft document of the full 
Mayor’s Transport Plan in 2026 and we will then undertake 
another public consultation on that draft and the supporting 
evidence, including the integrated sustainability appraisal.

Thank you
Thank you for taking the time to read this document. This 
�F�R�Q�V�X�O�W�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���V�W�H�S���L�Q���J�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���Y�D�O�X�D�E�O�H���I�H�H�G�E�D�F�N���R�Q���W�K�H��
work we have done so far in developing the Mayor’s Transport 
Plan. 

We will use the feedback we receive from consultation process 
to feed into further development of the Transport Plan. 

 

Next steps
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